Geography and mountain tourism



Geographical determinism :

- The modalities of land occupation by human societies
would result from natural laws, the physical environment
determining types of life

Tourism :

- 8% of national wealth in France

- Number one tourist destination in the
world

- Very broad sector of activity



How has geographical determinism influenced tourist
activities in the mountains and what are the consequences
on the local population and activities?



Our study area :
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IGN map of Haute-Savoie

- Department of Haute-
Savoie

- Area : 4,388km?2

- Number of inhabitants:
835,206 (INSEE 2020)

- Average altitude : 1,160m
- Tourism-related jobs :
230,295



I) Alpine geography




1) Local history

- Cultural historical heritage
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« Maison de Savoie »  « Maison de Faucigny » « Maison de Genéve »

Ripaille Castle, located )'n the muni‘a"p-c;l‘;'ty‘of
Thonon-Les-Bains

AUX HABITANTS
DE LA SAVOIE
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- creation of the department of Haute-Savoie = —
following the Treaty of Turin on March 24, 1860 2

Extract from Napoleon's
communiqué on the Treaty



- the alpine way of life

Chapelle SaintBru
Carthusians

Traditional local trades,
here for example the
making of Reblochon on
the left and artistic
carpentry on the right
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2) Relief and hydrology

- highest peak : Mont-Blanc
4805.59m

- the area includes 4
massifs, 2 pre-Alpine and 2
central

- includes numerous rivers
and lakes
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Relief and hydrology map of Haute-Savoie
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Mont-Blanc, Chamonix

Arve, Chamonix
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ich geology
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3) The Cl ima'fe Altitude (ynq'gge Sud

o Adret g )
4 000 etage nival
Neige et roche, lichens

3 000 , etage alpin
/ K Pelouse alpine

2 000 étage sub-alpin
Sapin, pin, méléze
1 000 etage montagnard

Hétre, Sapin

étage collinéen
Charme, Chéne, Chataignier

feullus

f2sneur

Diagram of the Alpine climate

- climate stratification
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4) The fauna and the flora

Pin Sylvestre, Hirmentaz

Edélweiss, eb;ﬁ&t/'c flower

- Flora linked to climate

of Hirmentaz
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Marmotte

- emblematic animal species of the area

Br'eeing she, Be//aux

Tetras Lyre

Apollon, an alpine butterfly



IT) Tourism activities




1) Historical and cultural activities

- presence of numerous museums
testifying to the past and local wealth

Chablais museum, Thonon-Les-Bains

Alpine Museum, Chamonix
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Table of Legendary
Medals, Chamonix,
Maison de la
Montagne




Fauna and Flora
Museum, Bellevaux NS

Palais Lumiere,
Evian-Les-Bains |




- many historical monuments to visit

Yvoire Caslte, Yvoire

Palais de I'Isle, as know as
Vieille Prison, Annecy
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2) Territorial protection and development activities f"(

Reserve Naturelle ' e Biraidod

AIGUILLES ROUGES

Site Natura 2000 Roc d'Enfer

GEOPARC unesco

CHABLAIS Géoparc mondial




Lac de Va//on, ée’oparc Chablais, La Chevrerie

= Cirque du Fer a Cheval, Réserve Naturelle Sixt-Passy,

Lac des Mines d'Or and Rouleau de Bostan, Géoar' Sixt-Fer-a-Cheval
Chablais, near Morzine F

&= Corges de la Diosaz,
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Guides office, Maison de la
Montagne, Chamonix

- mountaineering,
the oldest tourist
activity linked to

the territory

- thermal tourism

Evian-Les-Bains
thermal baths
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Mountain running in ﬁe Mont-Blanc Massif

Saint- Gervals Les Bains ther'ma/ baths




3) Seasonal activities

Avoriaz, Portes-du-Soleil, Chablais

Bellevaux-Hirmentaz, Chablais

Les Contamines-Montjoie,
Espace Mont-Blanc
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Tour de France 2022, Bellevaux

UTMB, biggest trail event in the world, Chamonix
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D/fferent nat:onal ski competitions, /Vlegeve /Vlorzme Les Contamines-Montjoie,
Avoriaz

- event tourism, a major element

Round of the FIS ski world
cup in 2023, Les Houches
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ITT) The consequences and the future




1) A local economy linked to these activities

|

Téléphérique des Prodains, Avoriaz

- ferritorial planning put in place to guarantee
the proper functioning of tourist activities

Ski lifts,
Hirmentaz



Restaurant Le Hameau de Mon Pére by chef Marc
Veyrat and his daughter, 2 times 3 stars in the
Michelin Guide, Manigod

Hotel and Relais-Chateau of

Hameau-Albert 1¢7 Chamonix - the fields of hotel, catering and

commerce linked to local tourism

- a varied target clientele ranging from J PR EREN mﬂg'wmm "

small budgets to large fortunes ' '
m uag rg fortun Hotel Les /Vlomeaux Bellevaux
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Example of a specialty Ex&r}lplé of different local
from the Arve valley, wines, beers, liqueurs and
‘Le Farcement” brandies
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Example of Haut-Chablais cheese Sweet specialty from Haute-Saoive

- gastronomic tourism

Abondance cheese and its factory, Abondance

- sectors of
activity indirectly
affected by
tourism: real
estate and
construction

Maintenance and construction of buildinas in the off-season Avoriaz



2) The consequences of climate change
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Bellevaux-Hirmentaz, end of December 2022 Bellevaux-Hirmentaz, end of December 2018

- global warming responsible for the lack of
snow at medium altitude



Avalanche risk prevention sign

- high femperatures increase
the risk of avalanches in high
mountains

- the local economy risks big if white gold tourism collapses
and there is no alternative

The village of Mont-Saxonnex, near the Bargy chain, a village victim of this situation



3) Adaptation of tourism and land development to climate change

Hill reservoir at the Bellevaux-Hirmentaz station, enlarged in 2022

——

Example of a snow cannon on
the station

- femporary solutions




- long term solutions

- objective: replace this type of
situation on the left with activities
usually outside of snow to continue to
survive with the lack of snow
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The Rock the Pistés Festiv

al, a musical
S cvent held in winter in the heart of
= = the Portes du Soleil

End of December 2022, La Chevrerie station

Example of the development of electric mountain
biking in winter, Les Gets



Conclusion



=> unwavering link between territorial geography
and tourism in Haute-Savoie

= territorial wealth in ferms of tourist offerings
is very high

=> the economic balance is fragile with climate change

=> the tourism sector will have to adapt to survive
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https://www.geoportail.gouv.fr/

https://savoie-mont-blanc.com/sites-culturels/musee-du-chablais-163042/
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https://theotherpaths.com/les-gorges-de-la-diosaz-et-ses-cascades
https://lessorsavoyard.lemessager.fr//50078/article/2022-11-09/manigod-un-nouveau-concept-aux-tarifs-plus-abordables-pour-le-
restaurant-de-marc
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